








Eligible Facilities.—The Commiittee has heard from tribesthat Indian Affairs considers
funding made available for facility replacement/new construction for public safety and
justice facilities as only available for deténtion facilities. The Committee directs Indian
Affairs to consider all public safety and justice facilities as eligible for funding under this
program and fo include such facilities in the master plan that the Committee has directed
Indian Affairs to maintain. The Committee directs Indian Affairs to provide the master
plan to the Committee within 90-days of enactment of this Act.
The Senate Appropriations Committee approved-its version of the FY20 funding bill ‘on
September 26, 2019. The commitiee also emphasized the need to addressthe: backlog in both
detention and justice (police and courts) facilities in continuing the restart of the BIA PSJ
-construction program. -

Sée Senate Report 116-123 _(ﬁfed on September 26, 2019) at puge 60:

The Commiittee notes the decrease in funding is the result of the budget restructure. Publie
Safety and Justice programs receive $40,311,000, an increase of $5,001,000. The
recommendation provides $23,000,000 for the restart of the facilities replacement and
construction program; $4,494,000 for employee housing; $9,372,000 for facilities
improvement and repair.. .. "

L

The Committee understands the demand for public safety and construction funding
remains high and the backlog to feplace these facilities has grown exponentially. The
Committee is aware there are many condemned facilities across the country-including the
Hopi, White Mountain Apache, and San Carlos Apache detention and justice facilities.
For this reason, the  Committee directs the Bureau to. report back in 90 days after
enactment of this act with a comprehensive list of condemned facilities that need to be
replaced....

Appropriators were convinced of the need to increase funding for tribal public safety and justice
facilities, and included an increase in funding for fiscal year 2020 in the negotiated agreemerit to
fund the Interior Department:

See Joint Explanatory Statement Jor Division D — Departmient. of the Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2020 at pages 32-33.

Public Safety and Justice Construction.—The bill provides $42,811 ,000 for public safety

and justice construction and includes the following: $25,500,000 for facilities

replacement and new construction; $4, 494,000 for employee housing; $9;372,000 for
facilities improvement and repair; $170,000 for fire safety coordination; and $3, 274,000

for fire protection. With the funds provided, the agreement encourages the Department to

incorporate planning, design, and operations of buildings to reduce costs, minimize

environmental impacts, use renewable energy and incorporate green infrastructure and
‘the most current energy efficiency codes and standards to the maximnum extent practicable

and submit a report to the Committees on Appropriations within 90 days of enactment of
this Act describing how the Department incorporated these agtivities.






September 10, 2020

Hon. Tara Sweeney

Assistant Secretary — Indian Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Assistant Secretary Sweeney,

We write to express our grave concern about the condition of the White Mountain Apache Tribe’s
(WMAT) detention facility, which is in desperate need of repair and replacement. As you know, the
detention facility had to be evacuated under emergency conditions last year due to structural issues that
threatened the safety of inmates and staff. Since we last inquired about the condition of the facility, it is
our understanding that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) conducted a structural assessment and
promised to make various repairs. The assessment noted that the building could be occupied while
such repairs were being made.

We have heard from the Tribe that repairs to the facility have not been made to address serious
structural failings and safety issues for both inmates and White Mountain Apache Department of
Corrections personnel. It appears that the building is crumbling, with large pieces of masonry falling
creating serious injury hazards for those individuals housed and working in the building.

In short, the condition of the WMAT detention facility is unacceptable and jeopardizes the health and
safety of the residents of the Fort Apache Indian Reservation. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Indian
Aftairs has a responsibility to the inmates and the Tribe to ensure that the facility is safe for
occupation. Please make all efforts to repair the structure immediately, and to replace the facility as
soon as possible so that it meets current codes and industry standards for law enforcement facilities.
Please also provide our offices a briefing on what steps the BIA is taking to address these urgent needs
by no later than September 18.

We appreciate your review of this matter in accordance with all applicable rules, regulations and
guidelines.

Sincerely,
KYRSTEN SINEMA MARTHA MCSALLY
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator

o Ol

TOM O’HALLERAN
Member of Congress
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QFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE SECRETAR!A

Office of Senator Lisa Murkowski
Fax Transmission

Anchorage, Alaska
- Fax: 1-877-857-0322 e Voice: (907) 271-3735

TO:  Mr. Micah Chambers FAX (202) 208-5533
Deputy Director Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior

Sherry Edwards
Constituent Services Director

FROM:

DATE: April 10,2019

PAGES: 12 (Including Cover)

MESSAGE: . [

Request to determine status of letter sent to Secretary Ryan Zinke in
August 2018 from Nick Lekanoff, President of Docket 369 Trustees

Unalaska.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
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Mr. Micah Chambers

Deputy Director of Congressional and Leislative Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240-0001

Dear Mr. Chambers:

Dlease find enclosed a copy of a letter I recently received from one of my constituents,

of Unalaska, Alaska. provided a copy of a letter that Nick LekanofT,
President of Docket 369 Trustees Unalaska sent to Secretary Ryan Zinke on August 27,

2018 requesting permission to use a portion of the Aleut Indian Judgement Funds in Docket

369. ﬂtates they have not received a response as of this date. I would appreciate
your review of his concerns and any assistance you might be able to provide ﬂiu
resolving them.

Please send your reply to my Anchorage office at 510 L Street, Suite 600, Anchorage,
Alaska 99501. Thank you in advance for your careful attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Lisa Murkowski
United States Senator

.M: sle
Enclosure

HOME PAGE AND WEB MAIL

MURKOWSKELSENATE. GOV



United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Alaska Regional Office
3601 C Street, Suite 1200
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

IN REPLY REFER TO:

Regional Director OCT 0 1 20‘9

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
United States Senator

510 L Street, Suite 600
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Senator Murkowski:

Thank you for your letter of April 10, 2019, regarding _of Unalaska and his concerns about Mr.
Nick Lekanoff’s August 27, 2018 letter seeking the Secretary’s permission to use a portion of the Aleut Indian
Judgement Fund in Docket 369.

A brief summary of the history of this case is as follows:

Illiodor Merculieff, on behalf of the Aleut Tribe and the Aleut Community of Saint George Island, filed a complaint
before the Indian Claims Commission (ICC) on August 13, 1951. The claims in Docket No. 369 were based on
allegations that, among other things, the United States breached its duty of fair and honorable dealings with the
Tribe. The Aleut Community of Saint Paul Island also filed a complaint, which was assigned Docket No. 352. The
Aleut Community Saint George Island’s claims were eventually severed from Docket No. 369 and consolidated
with the Aleut Community of Saint Paul Island’s claims for trial.

On June 29, 1979, the U.S. Court of Claims awarded $8,500,000 to the plaintiffs, the Aleut Community of Saint
George Island and the Aleut Community of Saint Paul Island, on their claims originally filed with the ICC. Out of
the appropriated amount of $8,500,000, 80% was distributed in per capita payments to all persons enrolled as
members. The remaining 20% of the award was apportioned between the two communities based on relative
numbers of enrollees. The funds would be distributed after each community developed a specific social and
economic development plan (land purchase and development; business development and investment; education
assistance; community development; and assistance to the elderly and handicapped). The ICC had previously
determined on June 9, 1978, that the plaintiffs were entitled to a judgment against the United States in the amount
of $11,239,604.00 for not paying fair compensation for goods and services provided.

As required by the Act of October 19, 1973, Public Law 93-134, a plan was prepared by the Secretary of the Interior
(Secretary) and submitted to Congress for the use and distribution of funds from Dockets 352 and 369-A. The plan,
which became effective on June 22, 1980, provided that the funds appropriated under those Dockets were to be
used for per capita payments (80%) and social and economic programs (20%) to benefit the respective communities.

On June 18, 1985, the final remaining breach of duty of fair and honorable dealing claim against the United States
was settled by the U.S. Court of Claims for $2,500,000. A plan was submitted to Congress for the use of the Docket
369 funds, which became effective on October 6, 1986, and provided that Unalaska village’s share of the funds
shall be used and distributed as follows:






April 6, 2020

The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin The Honorable David Bernhardt
Secretary of the Treasury Secretary of the Interior

U.S. Department of the Treasury Department of the Interior

1500 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20220 Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Coronavirus Relief Fund, Tribal Set-Aside of $8 Billion
Dear Secretary Mnuchin and Secretary Bernhardt,

In the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), Congress provided $8
billion for Tribes as a set-aside in the $150 billion Coronavirus Relief Fund. This inclusion represents an
important recognition of Tribal governmental parity. Among a number of Tribal specific provisions
included in the CARES Act, including supplemental appropriations and access to the Small Business
Administration’s 7(a) program, the $8 billion is the largest direct funding to Tribes. We write to express
support for a minimum amount of $750,000 in funding per Tribe as a part of the method for allocating
the Tribal set-aside.

For the $8 billion set aside, the Secretary of Treasury will determine the amount paid to Tribal
governments, in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior and Indian Tribes, that is based on
increased expenditures of each such Tribal government (or a Tribally-owned entity of such Tribal
government) relative to aggregate expenditures in fiscal year 2019.

As the Alaska delegation, we write to request a minimum level of funding for each Tribe, similar
to how each state government will receive a floor amount of funding. This methodology would ensure
that each Tribe would receive a baseline amount of $750,000. Each state receives $1.25 billion, with the
remaining based on their share of the total population of the states.

With a $750,000 minimum amount for each Tribe, Treasury could operate under the assumption
that every Tribe will incur at least $750,000 in costs associated with COVID-19. Potential benefits of a
minimum per Tribe include: (1) Easing the burden on Treasury of processing over 500 separate
applications if Tribes with a claim of $750,000 or less would not need to submit a claim; (2) Tribes with
larger than $750,000 in claims could still submit an application; and (3) Tribes with little resources to
submit a claim, receive minimum funding.

Alaska Tribes, along with Tribal health organizations, corporations, and nonprofits, are playing a
critical role in responding to the COVID-19 challenge. A significant percentage of Alaska’s elders
reside in rural and isolated communities off the road system. Many village homes lack in-house running



water or safe sanitation, making recommended preventive measures a challenge, if not impossible. In
our state, Native families remember how past pandemics had a disproportionate impact on Native
people. Disparities in past pandemics were due to a combination of chronic health conditions, issues in
access to care, poor housing, and the need for water and sanitation services. The same conditions we see
today.

We also want to draw your attention to the expansive definition of Tribe used by Congress in this
section of the law, which references the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act
including Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or community, including any Alaska
Native village or regional or village corporation. These Alaska entities bring unique resources to the
table with the responsibility of law to endeavor toward the social and economic well-being of the Alaska
Native people.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We also thank you for, and urge you to
continue, engaging in rapid, robust, and meaningful consultation with Indian Tribes.

Sincerely,
LISA MURKOWSKI DAN SULLIVAN DON YOUNG
United States Senator United States Senator Congressman for All Alaska

Cc: Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs, Tara Katuk Mac Lean Sweeney






May 19, 2020

Secretary David Bernhardt
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Bernhardt:

We write to you to express our concern about implementation of the $453 million provided in the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) to be distributed to Tribes and Tribal
Organizations through the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Currently, this funding distribution will exclude nearly
60,000 Alaska Native and American Indian people who live in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau.

As described in more detail below, the funding should acknowledge both contracting and compacting
Tribes and Tribal Organizations under Title I and Title V of the Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act (ISDEAA) and be distributed through those well-established and successful agreements based on
existing formulas that allow Tribes and Tribal Organizations the flexibility to meet their own people where they
are to help them address the multiple consequences of the COVID 19 pandemic and move our people to self-
sufficiency and self-determination. We fully support the distribution of these funds to the Tribes but urge you to
include the other Title I and Title V contractors and compactors in order to bring critical resources to the Native
people of our state, and throughout the nation.

For example, Cook Inlet Tribal Council (CITC) has been designated its tribal authority through Cook Inlet
Region Inc., organized through the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and recognized under Section 4(b) of the
ISDEAA (PL 93-638, 25 U.S.C. 450b)(25 USC 5304(e)), operating a 638 contract as a Title I contractor. CITC
has been serving the over 40,000 Alaska Native and American Indian tribally enrolled residents in the Anchorage
area since 1983 through leveraging federal formula Indian programs and competitive federal and state funding as
well as private resources and earned income from social enterprise. These services are provided without regard to
the recipient’s home region, tribe, or village. CITC builds human capacity by partnering with individual Alaska
Native people across the state to establish and achieve both educational and employment goals that result in lasting,
positive change for our people, their families, and their communities.

As a tribal organization, CITC’s commitment is to provide the services Alaska Native people require to
meet their potential — as parents, as tribal members, as citizens, and as the ancestors of our coming generations.
CITC has developed intentional and deep cultural expertise over the past 33 years working to realize its vision
through four primary service departments: Child & Family Services, Recovery and Reentry Services, Youth
Empowerment Services, and Education, Employment & Training Services. Each year, these programs serve
approximately 12,000 Alaska Native tribally enrolled people, who have come to recognize CITC as a community
locus for assistance, support, and connection.

In these extreme and difficult times, when so many Alaska Native people are losing their jobs, connecting
them back to work and self-determination will be a crucial role for Tribes and Tribal Organizations such as CITC,



which serves almost a third of all Alaska Native people in the state. In the area of workforce development, both
Tribes and regional Tribal Organizations operate Temporary Assistance for Needy Families programs, career
development and placement, childcare and other services along a continuum to bring opportunity to Alaska Native
people, as well economic development opportunities. They provide critical supportive services that assist people
in moving from cash assistance to unsubsidized work and connecting to their potential.

For all of these reasons, we respectfully request that you ensure funding is provided to all 638 contractors
and compactors in accordance with the ISDEAA and previously established formulas to ensure the Alaska Native
people in the Anchorage service area and other hubs do not fall through the cracks during this pandemic.

Alaska appreciates the work of the Department of the Interior in moving the immense amount of stimulus
funding expeditiously. Both Tribes and Tribal Organizations stand ready to partner with you to bring our state and
our communities back to health.

Lo vo+7

Don Young Lisa Murkowski Dan Sullivan
Member of Congress United States Senator United States Senator

Sincerely,


































































United States Department of the Interior

QFFICE QF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

October 19, 2016

The Honorable Marco Rubio
United States Senator
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Rubio:

Thank you for your February 18 facsimile to Mr. Darren Pete, Director, Congressional and
Legislative Affairs Staff, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), regarding Bush/Rosh attorneys at law,
counsel for the Plantation Palms Homeowners’ Association, Inc., in Pasco County, Florida who
are requesting that the property taxes for the Plantation Palms Golf Course to be paid in full
immediately.

The Plantation Palms Golf Course was sold in a short sale on May 16, 2016. Our Division of
Capital Investment supported a short sale in which of the tax payments were incorporated into
the buyer’s proposal.

Again, thank you for your interest in the project. If you have further questions, please contact
Richard Berryhill at 202-208-4027.

grely,

Jack Stevens, Acting Director
Office of Indian Energy
and Economic Development
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Dear Senator Rubio:

The Plantation Palms Golf Course was sold in a short sale on May 16, 2016. We suppo
short sale where all of the tax payments were incorporated into the buyer’s proposal.
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